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  In Search of the Treasure of Faith


  “Go in quest of knowledge, even unto China.”


  ‘The ink of the scholar is more holy than


  the blood of the martyr.”


  “The acquisition of knowledge is a duty incumbent


  on every Muslim, male and female.”


  (Sayings of Muhammad)


  “And fight them till the mischief of servitude


  to other than Allah is annihilated,


  and the worship is completely for Allah alone.”


  (The Qur’an, 8:39)
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  IN THE NAME OF ALLAH


  THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL


  PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, LORD OF


  THE WORLDS


  THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL


  OWNER OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT


  THEE (ALONE) WE WORSHIP:


  THEE (ALONE) WE ASK FOR HELP


  SHOW US THE STRAIGHT PATH


  THE PATH OF THOSE


  WHOM THOU HAST FAVOURED


  NOT (THE PATH) OF THOSE


  WHO EARN THINE ANGER


  NOR OF THOSE WHO GO ASTRAY
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                  The Thrill of Discovering

                  Buried Treasure


                  Ali appeared to have lost his mind. His wife, children, neighbours, and relatives could not fathom the reason for his strange doings.


                  He had always been a hard-working father, trying to provide for his family and save what he could of his meagre earnings. He treasured what few possessions he had. When he was able to buy his wife some fancy new clothes, his face would glow like a light shining in an alabaster bowl while he watched her display them. His smile was like a sunrise as he watched his children enjoy some new toy or a special sweet he was able to buy for them.


                  But what has come into him now? Is he demented?


                  First, he has sold his faithful donkey, on which he depends for his daily livelihood, and his cart as well. Next, he has gathered up all his own clothes and rushed them to the dealer in second-hand goods, disposing of the lot! Then while his astonished wife weeps and raves, he sweeps all her precious dresses into a bundle and trudges off to get the best possible price for them at the market.


                  Almost hysterical, she tries to warn the children to hide their things as she sees Ali returning with that mysterious look in his clever eyes. She is too late, for he grabs their things, and rushes off to sell them, too. The cow, the goats, the sheep — what few animals they have he drives off to the market. His relatives come with a perplexed look on their faces. Never have they known Ali to act in such a strange way. His poor wife wrings her hands in desperation, while all the neighbours can do is to shake their heads in wonder.


                  Ali returns with a furniture dealer who enters the house and appraises the value of the beds, the chairs, the table, even the empty cupboards. They agree on a price, and in a few minutes the humble cottage is emptied of everything. Not a saleable item remains among Ali’s and his family’s possessions!


                  The only smiling face visible anywhere among the family and relatives is Ali’s. With a happy glint in his eye he counts the cash he has realized from these sudden, frenzied sales, and with a barely audible mutter of "I’ll be back," he dashes off to see the rich landlord.


                  "What has got into him?" his brother asks Ali’s wife.


                  "I can’t imagine," she replies.


                  "When did this strange behaviour begin?" asks a neighbor.


                  "Well," she muses, "it began last night when he came home from ploughing in the rented field where he is trying to make a garden. He was different. I have never seen him act this way before — he hardly spoke; he hardly tasted the delicious supper I had prepared; and he barely noticed the children. And once I awoke during the night to hear him muttering in his sleep: ‘The box! The box! The treasure! I caught it with my plough!’ I don’t know what he meant, though. He seemed delirious, so I shook him to get him out of his dream.


                  "He groaned, then turned over and went back to sleep. Soon he was talking in his sleep again, and this time I heard him say: ‘I must buy the field! Even if it takes every coin I have!’ I just don’t know what to make of it all."


                  While the perplexed family and neighbours were still whispering among themselves outside the empty home, Ali came striding down the street with a look of triumph on his face, as though he had conquered an empire. He was waving a sheet of paper in his hands. "Look," he cried, "the title-deed! It’s ours!" He swept his wife up in his arms and then, delirious with joy, he caught and hugged each of his bewildered children.


                  "My dear wife and children," he announced, "you think I’ve gone berserk, but I haven’t. I am quite aware of what I have done. Don’t cry for your ragged clothes I have sold, or for your cracked dishes and beat-up pots and sufurias I have hauled off to the market, dear wife and children. Don’t mourn for the loss of the donkey and cart by which I earned our pitiful little income, or for the patched-up furniture that is gone. As of this moment, we are wealthy beyond our wildest dreams. … I have bought the field!"


                  "What field? What do you mean?" demanded his still perplexed wife.





 

                  Then Ali gathered the little group around him to tell the story. Yesterday he had been ploughing in the hot sunshine, his weary body bathed with sweat. "Must I always toil like this," he asked himself, "and earn so little?" Then as his faithful ox pulled on the plough, he felt it strike something solid buried in the ground. It wasn’t a stone; you can feel the difference between the plough striking buried wood or stone. It was wood. A wooden box!


                  Why should there be a box buried in the landlord’s field? Ali didn’t know, but as a child he had heard tales told of lucky people who had discovered buried boxes of treasure in various parts of the Middle East. Some worried rich man of ancient times would bury his gold, silver, and jewels when he heard of enemy armies marching to conquer the land. He would plan to return after the war was over and recover his wealth, for only he would know where it was hidden. But if the rich man should be lost in the war, his box would remain where he hid it.


                  Ali looked this way and that to be sure no one was watching, and then getting down on his hands and knees he scraped the earth away until the old treasure chest lay exposed. Carefully he opened the rotting lid, and stared in astonishment at the treasure of gold, silver, and precious stones glinting in the afternoon sunlight.


                  What to do? The only legal way to possess this fabulous wealth would be to own the land in which it was buried. After he had replaced the cover and carefully packed the earth over his discovery, he resumed ploughing, his mind racing in a search for some way to buy the field. The landlord had once offered to sell it to him, but Ali realized that the price demanded would take everything he possessed.


                  He didn’t dare tell anyone of his find, not even his wife. Hence his strange behaviour when the sun rose next morning.


                  This true story has thrilled untold millions of people for nearly 2,000 years. It illustrates the value of true religion. The treasure hidden in the field represents a living faith in the one true Allah, without which the wealthiest person on earth is no better than a pauper. The sale of all Ali’s possessions represents the sacrifice that you and I must make if we would have this precious treasure. Ali’s delirious joy at possessing the field represents the happiness that forever fills our hearts as we gain these true riches.


                  The astonishment of Ali’s family and friends represents the wonderment of our family and friends at the change that faith produces in us!


                  This oft-repeated tale told by Jesus (Issa, son of Mary) brings good news to every human being on earth. Your plough has already unearthed a treasure worth more than any prince’s gold. And you can buy the field where the treasure is. Every man and woman is the lucky Ali. All he or she needs is an appreciation of the treasure — a realization of its value. Nothing that Ali did was worthy of merit in itself; he simply knew a good thing when he saw it!


                  This book in your hands could be more valuable to you than actually finding a box of gold in your backyard some midnight. It can give you a faith to live by. King Solomon, son of the Prophet David (Daud), who was known for his great wisdom, for a time lost his faith in God. Of this time he said:


                    Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless." What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?1


                  Fortunately, King Solomon recovered his faith in Allah. But his despair is the cup from which most people drink today.


                  This book is about buried treasure. It is not that Allah has hidden his "wealth," hoping we won’t find it. On the contrary, it is he who is guiding the plough of our lives to strike the treasure box itself. He wants us to possess it.


                  God sent a message through an ancient prophet, Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah. These beautiful verses describe how a believer feels about this priceless spiritual treasure:


                      Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom

                      Or the strong man boast of his strength

                      Or the rich man boast of his riches,

                      But let him who boasts boast about this:

                      That he understands and knows me,

                      That I am the Lord, who exercises kindness,

                      Justice and righteousness on earth.2



                 




                  


                  References:
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  If thou obeyest most of those on earth,

  they would lead thee far

  from Allah’s way.
 (The Qur’an, 6:117).

  


  Our Topsy-Turvy World Needs True Religion


  Untold millions of our fellow-men are wandering in a daze of spiritual poverty. Many realize that money and sensual pleasure do not satisfy. Except for those who do have a living faith in God, all are obsessed by fear of the future.


  A little girl in school expressed her consternation at what is happening in our world:


  If I were the sun

  And I saw the things that people had done

  I would eclipse myself

  Forever.1


  The daily horror of murders, rapes, terrorist bombings and much more, is blood-chilling; and if the sun could feel, it would indeed want to hide its face from beholding this never-ending agony. And even where there is peace (if there is such a place left on earth?), there is often starvation and poverty.


  The world dared once to hope that World War I would be "the war to end all wars." Then the nations hoped that World War II would do the trick, but now many years after the United Nations was organized to do away with war, machine guns and bombs still shatter the security of people in almost every land. The atomic bomb in 1945 killed 87,000 people in a few seconds. Then, seven years later, came the hydrogen bomb that was a thousand times stronger. Only two years later came the cobalt bomb with radio-active clouds 300,000 times stronger than the deadly cloud resulting from the explosion of the first hydrogen bomb. Now we have the "clean" one, the neutron bomb, that will just kill the people but leave the buildings intact. It would be impossible to find more accurate words to describe the way people feel today than those spoken nearly 2,000 years ago in the Holy Injil:


  On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world.2


  You have to be blind not to see the evidence: the fabric of society is tearing itself apart like the rotten threads of an old garment. Those who believe in Allah and respect his Word are amazed and afraid as they watch the world taking a nose-dive into a new Dark Age.


  What will Allah do to help the situation? Will he lead forth his armies of righteousness in a new holy war (Jihad) to set the world’s wrongs right? Will a new world ruler arise somewhere on the horizon to guide the nations into conformity with Allah’s holy commandments? How can the wicked be put down and the righteous be exalted to power?


  Will the Super-powers be allowed to go mad and destroy each other (and the rest of the world as well) with nuclear war or "clean" neutron bombs? Or is the world doomed to continue spending a million dollars a minute on sophisticated armaments? Must the great nations continue to create huge arsenals of weapons that often become obsolete before they are used, while hungry widows and children starve for the simple necessities that the money spent on these lethal weapons would easily provide?


  Will the rich, luxury-accustomed nations continue to pile up treasures while the developing nations slide further back into poverty? How will the world’s poor and needy ever obtain justice?


  For thousands of years history has record of much suffering and atrocity, but at no other time have more innocent people had to suffer than during this bloody century:


  World War I (1914-1918) unleashed a horror the world had never before dreamed of — war on a massive scale of terror and cruelty. For the first time, aeroplanes fought in the sky and bombed cities, and submarines torpedoed ships without warning. The death toll for four years of this madness came to about 10 million, casualties totalled 33 million, and the monetary cost ran up to a massive $337,000,000,000. It came near to being world suicide.


  The peace that followed the end of World War I was only a momentary lull, giving the nations a chance to catch their breath before rushing into the even more horrible events of World War II (1939-1945). The advantages that peace could have brought were foolishly squandered. Again, unspeakable sorrows were thrust upon millions of people. There were nearly 16 million deaths. The monetary cost far outstripped that of World War I, reaching $1,154,000,000,000, with property damage alone amounting to $239,000,000,000.
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                  Thoughtful, innocent people beat their breasts

                  and cried out,

                  "Where is Allah?"


                  Since nuclear war was made possible by the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 and Nagasaki three days later, the entire world lives under the impending shadow of a holocaust that could wipe out civilization. Children have nightmares because of this constant dread. Since the end of World War II, the world has suffered 130 wars, in which millions more have lost their lives. The combined armed forces of Africa number more than 1,650,000, costing $9,269,000,000 a year to maintain. Africa’s military spending grows at the rate of 33 per cent a year, the fastest in the world!


                  At the same time, the Super-powers are stockpiling sufficient nuclear weapons to wipe each other out completely. Their motivation is the fear engendered by the bitter memories of World War II, but what would either side really gain?


                  Meanwhile the nations of the Middle East seethe with tension and animosity. Not only war, but also the most horrible atrocities involving helpless women and children, bring sorrow to every feeling heart. Even little children have been pressed into bearing arms, and exposed to the horrors of battle. And when the wars are over, what gains have been won?


                  Why does a loving, compassionate Allah permit this madness to continue? Half of the world’s 15 to 20 million destitute refugees are in Africa, and of all continents, Africa can least afford to feed them. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that the average African has 10 per cent less to eat today than 10 years ago. This is due to rapidly increasing populations and constantly falling food production.


                  In the meantime, millions of people have become hardened to the threats of annihilation and say, "Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die." "Let us enjoy the sensual pleasures of the moment" is their philosophy, for they think they see no evidence of the intervention, or even the existence, of an almighty, compassionate, caring Allah. Hence, immorality, pornography, divorce, sensuality, alcoholism, and drug abuse are increasing alarmingly. Massive corruption rots away the foundations of business and political structures.


                  Says the honoured Qur’an:


                    And who goes further astray than he who follows his lust in the place of guidance from Allah. Lo! Allah guides not such oppressors.3


                    Hast thou seen him who chooses for his god his own lust? Would thou be guardian over him? Or deem thou that most of them hear or understand? They are but as the cattle — nay, but they are farther astray.4


                  The earnest, sincere efforts of many dedicated government leaders to advance the prosperity of Third World peoples are held back by the tenacious tentacles of this godless corruption.


                  How true are these words from the honoured Qur’an:


                    There is not a nation but a warner hath passed among them.5


                    And for every nation there is a Messenger.6


                  It doesn’t take a genius to recognize that our modern world desperately needs a spiritual revival and reformation in order to avoid moral and/or physical suicide.


                  Millions realize that the world needs a true religion. Allah is not asleep, or uncaring. He is speaking to the hearts of men, women, and youth all over the globe. There is a path to salvation — Allah has not forgotten us.


                  A well-known Hadith says: "If Allah causes you to lead a single person on the right path, it is better for you than to possess the world with all that it contains."7 This book is a search for that true path, where we will find answers to our questions.
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                  Ask them, O Prophet, ‘Why

                  not the original path, the

                  path of Ibrahim?’

                  He was a man of faith,

                  and not an idolater.
 (The Qur’an, 2:135)





                  Abraham’s Islam


                  There was no worship of images in the time of Adam and Eve for them to protest against, as did the prophet Muhammad at Mecca: but idol worship was almost universal in the days of our father, Hazrat Abraham (Ibrahim), 2 400 years before Muhammad.


                  You can imagine what happened when Abraham was a boy. We know that his father Terah (Tarikh) shared the blindness of his day in that he worshiped idols.1 (The "god" commonly worshiped in his home city was the moon-god). Father Terah would probably say to young Abraham, "Come, son, it’s time to worship the moon-god."


                  "Father, I agree that the moon is beautiful, shining in nightly splendour that surpasses even the stars. I love to stand on our roof top and watch it rise in the cool of a clear evening; but why should we worship it?"


                  "But son, everybody does. Why not you, too?"


                  "Father, perhaps ‘everybody’ is not right. Surely there is a God who is greater than the moon, the sun, or the stars!"


                  "But your childhood friends all go to worship the moon-god and the other idols in the temple, and the worship is beautiful and alluring. Why do you insist on being different? Even your brothers Haran and Nahor worship the idols."


                  "Yes, I am sure there are pleasures in this idolatrous worship, but Allah, who has created all things in heaven and earth, has spoken to my heart, and I am willing to be different from everybody else by worshiping him alone!"


                  It was as if Abraham boldly proclaimed, La Ilaha illa I’Lah (There is no god but God). As Kenneth Oster wisely says, "Monotheism is a high mountain that must be scaled, not a valley into which man naturally slithers. … Monotheism … is a revealed truth, not the outcropping of any man’s private cogitations. … The natural man slides into polytheism, … the result of man’s naturally sinful inclinations."2


                  Abraham was different, and the whole world can praise Allah that he found a youth willing to stand alone for the truth. How dark would have been this world had it not been for Abraham’s shining example of loyalty to the one true God! With the exception of his faith, there was darkness everywhere.


                  Abraham saw a light that others in his home city did not see. While he was still young, he witnessed to the truth and proved to his family and the people of his city that idols cannot speak, and are worthless. Some people accepted his witness; but Abraham was the pioneer. The Lord gave him strength to be loyal and to stand alone.


                  As a boy, Abraham grew up in the great city of Ur. His father was wealthy. The cuneiform texts on numerous clay tablets dug up in Ur tell us of the high state of education and civilization in Abraham’s home city during his time. As a boy, Abraham attended schools where he learned reading, writing, arithmetic, and geography. We know this because many school exercises written on clay tablets have been recovered from the buried ruins of ancient Ur.


                  Abraham’s father’s house was doubtless a good one, much like the handsome, two-storey brick houses excavated at Ur. It would have been well constructed, with a central courtyard, and inside plumbing connected to a city sewage system. In fact his home was even more modern and comfortable than some cities in the same area can boast of today, after nearly 3,800 years! The idea that Abraham was a simple, uneducated poor nomad is wrong. Allah gave him great wisdom and wealth. He was highly respected.


                  Although his father never gave up the worship of idols completely, he was impressed by his son’s faith and holy boldness. He joined Abraham in responding to the call of Allah to leave Ur and start out for the land that would be shown them. They were to shine as candles in the night and preserve the knowledge and worship of the true Allah in the polytheistic world around them.


                  Abraham’s father and his family went with him as far as the town of Haran. There they all settled down until Terah died. Most were half-and-half worshippers of Allah, influenced by young Abraham’s monotheism, but still unwilling to be "different" enough to worship Allah alone. Nahor’s grandson, Laban, still had idols in his home many years later, for we read that Rachel, Jacob’s wife, stole them from him.3


                  When Terah finally died, Abraham, now 75 years of age, again heard the voice of Allah calling him to move on to a new country. His brother Nahor did not have the faith and courage of Abraham and stayed behind. We can imagine the two brothers saying good-bye.


                  "Come, brother Nahor, for I have heard the voice of Allah calling."


                  "What does he say, brother Abraham?"


                  "He has said, ‘Leave your native land, your relatives, and your father’s home, and go to a country that I am going to show you. I will give you many descendants, and you will become a great nation. I will bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing. … And through you I will bless all the nations.’4 Come, brother Nahor, and share these blessings with me!"


                  "No, brother Abraham, I don’t have the faith and courage to be different that you have. I am too weak. Let me stay and become part of the crowd of my friends and relatives that live here. Besides, the lush grazing lands of Haran promise more wealth than I can see in the unknown land you speak of."


                  So Nahor stayed behind, and several of his grand-daughters became the wives of Abraham’s descendants. But Abraham became truly "famous" in all the world, and "the father of many nations."5 Hundreds of millions of people claim him as their "father" today — including millions who cannot claim mere physical descent. Allah honours and sustains anyone who steps out alone to follow truth!


                  Think of Allah on his throne in heaven, merciful and compassionate to the sons of men. But when men worship idols, or turn their backs on him, he is deeply hurt by such insults. He longs for someone to represent him among men; to be a witness to his power and compassion. When Abraham was willing to be his representative among men, Allah was delighted with his servant. He said of Abraham, "I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him."6
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                  In other words, Allah trusted Abraham like you trust a friend whom you know. Allah and this man became friends! Allah in heaven stooped low enough to be a Companion to a man on earth. When his "friend" Abraham prayed to him, Allah was pleased to hear and answer him. Abraham was his friend. He had formed a special relationship with him, and from then on the world was to be different.


                  Allah’s part in this special relationship was to love Abraham in a unique way, as we shall see; Abraham’s part was to respond to this love that came from heaven. He valued this close friendship with Allah even more than his beautiful brick home in Ur, and the companionship of his family and relatives at Haran with its lush pastures.


                  The word "Muslim" (from aslama) means one who is completely submitted to Allah.


                  The reason for such submission is not the fear that Allah will beat you if you don’t submit, but it is a deep heart-respect for his character of righteousness and unselfish love. He says: "Heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool. … [But] this is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word."7


                  Such "trembling" is not that of a cowering slave who fears his master’s lash if he does not bow before him. The prophet Isaiah is speaking of the thrill, the shivers of awe and delight that go up and down one’s spine as he contemplates the majesty and glory of Allah’s love. This is worship. Animals can never know such a delightful thrill; neither can brutish people who keep their eyes on-ly on the deceitful pleasures and riches of this wicked world. They live or exist in a state of death, wisely spoken of as being "dead in trespasses and sins."8 But the one who is truly submitted to Allah has begun a new life, even that which is eternal. He is truly a Muslim.


                  Abraham deserves that honourable title!


                  Now let us go with him as he takes his long journey across the desert to a land that he has never seen, following the call of Allah.


                  By faith we accompany Abraham through the written Word of the Holy Scriptures. They are an honest, reliable account of Abraham’s witness for Allah, who promised him that "through you I will bless all nations." How could Allah "bless all the nations" unless he preserved a pure and true record of his promises through his Holy Word?


                  Allah inspired the prophet Moses (Musa) to write a faithful account of Abraham’s devotion. He called Abraham to be "the father of many nations," one through whom he said: "I will bless all the nations." Allah also inspired the preservation of Moses’ record. Thus Moses’ words were not for Israel alone but for all the world, because all who have true faith in Allah would claim Abraham as their "father."


                  The Old Testament Scriptures are the most accurately preserved books that have survived from those ancient times. The accidental discovery by Bedouins (1947) of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls has provided the world with authentic documents which are dated by experts as having been copied as early as the 2nd century B.C. All of the documents found in the Dead Sea caves date from before A.D. 70. Some experts even say that the document of Leviticus dates from the 5th or 4th century B.C. the amazing thing is that these ancient documents are found to be almost word for word identical to the Old Testament Scriptures used today, the only variants being slight differences in spelling, such as Abraham or Ibrahim. Everyone knows it is the same name. Even these minor variants prove the faithful transmission of the sacred text!*


                  The one who believes the Word of Allah may rejoice in the confidence that he has preserved his glorious truth throughout the ages.


                  No other written records from the ancient times of Abraham or Moses or the prophets give evidence of divine inspiration as do the Holy Scriptures. All other ancient documents or inscriptions tend to vanity, to fulsome praise of weak, mortal men. The Holy Scriptures faithfully recount the mistakes and failures of even great men, that the glory and honour may go only to Allah himself, who alone deserves praise. The unmistakable heartbeat of inspiration pulses through the Scriptures. In simple yet grand language, the heavenly concepts are expressed.


                  Thus it is with confidence that we can take our journey by faith with the honoured prophet Abraham, and recapture the essence of his Islam!


                  *Incidentally, the New Testament Scriptures have also been confirmed by the discovery at Faiyum in Egypt of documents that scholars agree date to the time of the Roman emperor Trajan (A.D. 98-117), only a short time after the death of the apostle John himself. One of these documents contains a portion of John’s Gospel, demonstrating that its text is confirmed as correct by the discovery of this ancient fragment. This shows how that Gospel was in circulation in Egypt at that early time. Clear evidence, going back centuries before the time of the Prophet Muhammad, shows that the Gospels and other New Testament books have not been altered. Differences in the ancient manuscripts are only minor variants of spelling or syntax, as is the case with the Old Testament manuscripts. The message comes through intact.


                  The Holy Scriptures speak to the heart of mankind. Their power to change human hearts, and to speak peace to the mind and soul, is their credential of divine authority.
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               Say, Verily my Lord hath directed me into a right way,

                a true religion,

                the sect of Abraham the orthodox;

                and he was no idolater.
 (The Qur’an, 6:163)






                  Abraham’s Faith Astonishes the World


                  In Hazrat Abraham’s day it was not the done thing to leave your parents’ home and strike off on your own to some distant country a thousand kilometres away. Especially was this true if you had no land, or prospect of buying land, in the area where you were going. Imagine that no one has invited you except Allah, and of course you have never seen him, for he is invisible. You are burning all your bridges behind you, and if things go wrong in your new country of adoption, you cannot return from whence you came. This is how it was with the prophet Abraham. What magnificent confidence he had in the unseen Allah!


                  Allah calls men and women today, just as he called Abraham long ago, and he is still the faithful Guide to all who believe his promise. Abraham is "the father of all them that believe,"1 and all who have true faith will likewise be ready to sacrifice everything earthly in order to follow his call.


                  After Abraham’s and Sarah’s long journey, they were tempted to wonder if Allah had forsaken them, for when they arrived in the land of Canaan they found that there was a "grievous famine" there. A person without faith would have turned around and gone back home again to Haran, but not Abraham. He went still further, searching for food, all the way to Egypt.2 Infidels sometimes blaspheme Allah, saying that he should have provided food for his faithful, hungry servant in Canaan, whence he had called him to go. But Abraham’s faith did not falter. Allah was teaching us through Abraham’s experience that trials and hardships come even to faithful believers, and that he will never forsake us. The whole world has been moved by the sight of this lonely pilgrim wandering through strange lands in answer to God’s call.


                  Later he returned to Bethel "unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning."3 All around him were idolaters, yet in every place where he pitched his tent he erected an altar and "called on the name of the Lord."4 Allah rewarded his faith, for there were always some Canaanites who watched, wondered, listened, and joined him in the worship of Allah.


                  Abraham’s faith was again severely tried when there was not enough pasture land for both his flocks and those of his nephew Lot (Lut). He said to Lot: "Choose any part of the land you want. You go one way, and I’ll go the other."5 Lot selfishly chose "for himself" the "whole Jordan Valley, all the way to Zoar," which was "like the Garden of the Lord." That left the poorer land to Abraham. "Lot … camped near Sodom, whose people were wicked and sinned against the Lord."6 Soon he and his family became entangled in wicked city life and only Allah’s compassion later saved him.


                  Meanwhile, Allah comforted his "friend" Abraham: "From where you are, look carefully in all directions. I am going to give you and your descendants all the land that you see, and it will be yours forever."7 North, east, south, west — there was no limit to the promise!


                  Lot later lost everything he possessed, including his sons, in the fiery destruction of Sodom. Although Allah had promised to give all the land to Abraham, he had unselfishly parted with the best of it. Why was he so willing to give up worldly property and to keep on living only in a tent? Is it possible that he saw some deeper blessing in the divine promise than we see on the surface?


                  Look again at the promise Allah made to Abraham: "All the land" that he could see was to be his and his descendants’ "for ever." This included far more than Canaan or Palestine, for the promise included the whole earth as an everlasting possession.8 "Blessed are the meek," says Jesus (el-Mesih Issa ben Maryam), "for they shall inherit the earth."9 Hazrat Abraham is the "father of all them that believe," and his true "descendants" are "the meek." All "who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham," "who is the father of us all,"10 will inherit the "land promised to Abraham.


                  The compassionate, merciful Allah is too kind to expect His servants, the faithful descendants of Abraham, to be content to live forever in slums, hovels, and deserts, or camp under the threatening stare of machine guns. This present earth is not their "home." There is something better for them in Allah’s plan. The "earth" that the "meek" are to inherit will not be this ruined, war-ravaged, and often filthy place that we know now. It will be a "new earth … which," says Allah, "I create."11 And those who live there will indeed possess it forever, for He says: "My people … will fully enjoy the things that they have worked for. … I will bless them and their descendants for all time to come. … There will be nothing harmful or evil."12


                  This "new earth" is the Paradise described in the honoured Qur’an as the land "watered by rivers; its food is perpetual, and its shade also: this shall be the reward of those who fear God."13


                  It is plain for anyone to see that this is the only possible understanding of Allah’s promise, for Abraham in his lifetime hardly owned a square metre of land in Canaan at any time. In fact, he was obliged to buy a little place where he might bury his dead wife — the Cave of Machpelah. (The mosque of Haram now covers the site.) Either Allah told Abraham a lie (which is unthinkable), or the promise is to be fulfilled in the new earth that He shall re-create.


                  The prophet David (Daud), whose psalms are among the most beautiful poetry in the world, composed this hymn of assurance:



                      Soon the wicked will disappear;

                      you may look for them, but you won’t find them;

                      the humble will possess the land

                     and enjoy prosperity and peace. …


                      The descendants of the wicked will be driven out.

                      The righteous will possess the land

                      and live in it forever.14




                  What King David understood is that neither Abraham nor any of us has as yet received the promised inheritance. It will come at the last day! The people of Jerusalem once thought that their city was the inheritance of Abraham and his descendants, but they were the ones who united in a terrible plan to kill the Christ. Later they martyred one of his followers, named Stephen. His dying speech mentioned Abraham. He said that Allah "did not then give Abraham any part of it [this land] as his own, not even a square metre of ground."15 Thus the martyr Stephen denied that Jerusalem was Abraham’s city. He looked forward in faith to the resurrection day.
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  The first generation of those who followed Jesus accepted the Letter to the Hebrews as sent to them under God’s inspiration. In this letter Hazrat Abraham is mentioned as an example to us all:


  It was faith that made Abraham obey when God called him to go out to a country which God had promised to give him. He left his own country without knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as a foreigner in the country that God had promised him. He lived in tents. … For Abraham was waiting for the city which God has designed and built, the city with permanent foundations. …


  These persons … did not receive the things God had promised, but from a long way off they saw them and welcomed them, and admitted openly that they were foreigners and refugees on earth. Those who say such things make it clear that they are looking for a country of their own. … It was a better country they longed for, the heavenly country. And so God is not ashamed for them to call him their God, because he has prepared a city for them.16


  Is it foolish to have this "faith of Abraham," this supreme concern for the eternal blessings? Such faith is what has provided all the true blessings the world has ever enjoyed! True and lasting temporal prosperity is a by-product of that spiritual faith.


  Unbelievers forget the true promise that God made to Abraham, and demand the shell, despising the sweet fruit within. They want this earth’s things now, determined even to create envy, strife, and murder to get them. They destroy their own peace and happiness, and that of their children, never finding anything on earth that they can truly hold secure. They cannot even sleep at night for fear of losing what they do have.


  True believers, however, understand the promise of Allah exactly as did Abraham — it includes Paradise; but for now, they are content to worship Allah as "foreigners and refugees on earth," knowing that he has "prepared a city for them." They know true peace, even as Abraham did.


  For the remainder of his life Abraham had to live in a tent. His lovely, two-storey brick home back in Ur was a thing of the past. He had to live far from the pleasant civilization he had known. He was a strange kind of pioneer, for he built no house for himself anywhere.


  The Holy Book says that Abraham and Sarah died "in faith," and were buried in that little plot at Machpelah for which they had paid hard money. When Sarah died, he "left the place where his wife’s body was lying, went to the Hittites, and said, ‘I am a foreigner living here among you; sell me some land, so that I can bury my wife.’" Think of it! Allah had promised him all the land he could see, north, east, south, and west, even the whole earth; yet here he is begging to buy a tiny cave "so that I can own it as a burial ground"!17


  If you had asked Abraham at this time, "Where is the evidence that Allah has kept his promise to you?" I’m sure he would have responded with: "I am a foreigner and refugee on this earth. It is a better country I long for — the heavenly one. I will not be satisfied to take the shell of the fruit and leave the kernel. Life on this earth is full of troubles — see, there lies the body of my faithful wife Sarah. This earth is not what Allah has promised me. He has promised me something better. My faith in him has sustained me all these years and provided meaning for life, enriching my life with more peace and happiness than if I had owned all of Mesopotamia! It is better to follow Allah as a "foreigner and refugee" than to sit on a throne of gold in a selfish world."


  Abraham has two kinds of "descendants": those who are his literal genetic descendants, and those who "walk in the steps of thatfaith of our father Abraham." When Allah called him to leave his "native land … and go to a land that I am going to show you," he added something more precious than all the gold and silver in the whole world: "You will be a blessing, … and through you I will bless all the nations."18 This included a greater joy than merely inheriting Paradise, for it meant that the world’s salvation should come through his descendants. Such spiritual joy is greater than mere physical or sensual pleasure.


  Another most important truth is that there is something which is vitally necessary for Abraham and his descendants to have in order for them to inherit Paradise as an everlasting possession. The holy apostle Peter declares that "in keeping with his [Allah’s] promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness."19 This means that Allah included the blessed gift of righteousness, in his promise to Abraham. Only this righteousness could make him and his descendants fit to inherit such a Paradise. Man does not naturally possess that righteousness, any more than he naturally possesses that "new earth." It is the gift of Allah’s grace. It is on the basis of Abraham’s faith that Allah can do this for him and for his true descendants who "walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham." What glorious depths of meaning are included in Allah’s promises, things that lie far deeper than a superficial glance reveals!


  Abraham has already blessed "all nations" with his faith, his knowledge of the truth of Allah, and his heart-appreciation of Allah’s glorious character. His faith was a connection between heaven and earth, the vital life-line that would save the world from the self-destruction which follows idolatry and selfishness.


  Abraham’s true "children", therefore, are those who have his faith, regardless of the national, racial, or colour group from which they may come. Are you willing to be one of his true "descendants"?
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                	Lo! those of mankind

                who have the best claim to Abraham

                are those who followed him.
 (The Qur’an, 3:68)
              


              
                	
                  How Abraham Became

                  "The Friend of God"


                  The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah got tangled up in a war which went against them, and their enemy captured everything, including their food. Lot, Abraham’s nephew (Lut), "was living in Sodom, so they took him and all his possessions."1 It was Allah’s merciful way of warning Lot to get out of that wicked place!


                  When Abraham heard what had happened, he called 318 men from his camp to go with him to rescue Lot. The little "army" marched nearly 400 kilometres, "attacked the enemy by night, and defeated them, … and recovered [got back] all the loot that had been taken. He also brought back his nephew Lot and his possessions."2


                  "Keep the loot, but give me back all my people," the king of Sodom pleaded, but Abraham, still looking for a heavenly city rather than earthly riches, replied: "I will not keep anything of yours, not even a thread or a sandal strap … I will take nothing for myself."3 But the servant of God did give a tenth of all as "tithe" to the Lord’s priest, Melchizedek.*


                  
                    *Everyone who has the faith of Abraham will also return to Allah one tenth of all that heaven gives him as "increase." By doing so, Abraham confessed his faith that he was the source of all that he possessed. Returning a faithful tenth to him is his appointed way for us to say "Thank you" for all the gifts of life which we enjoy. The prophet Malachi says that withholding the tithe (or tenth) is robbing God, and calls on us to "prove" him by returning to him a faithful tithe or tenth; then we can watch him keep his promise to "open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it" (Malachi 3:8-10).

                  


                  Now we find Allah again speaking to his "friend": "I will shield you from danger and give you a great reward."4


                  In spite of this something troubled Abraham. He wasn’t worried about those heathen kings coming back to get revenge on him, but how about Allah’s promise to give him "many descendants"? Allah had raised his expectations sky high with this promise when he left Ur, but to date not even baby number one had arrived. Had God forsaken his faithful servant? Or worse yet, had he deceived him?


                  This wonderful promise was ringing in Abraham’s ears night and day, but why didn’t Allah do something to fulfil it?


                  Finally, Abraham decided that he expected him to do something. He thought of a plan! Perhaps he was trusting Allah too much, for Sarah had not become a mother. Abraham decided that he must do the actual work of fulfilling the divine promise to him.


                  Therefore he made a plan to adopt his servant Eliezer of Damascus as his legal heir. Through him he would have those "many descendants". It was common custom in old Mesopotamia for wealthy but childless couples to adopt a favourite slave as heir to all their property. He would then care for them in their old age. After all, Eliezer had been born in Abraham’s own house. Perhaps that is what Allah had all along intended him to do! This was the only plan the aged patriarch could think of.


                  No, not at all, Allah said. "This slave Eliezer will not inherit your property; your own son will be your heir."5


                  Abraham was astonished!
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                  How Abraham Became "The Friend of God" (part 2)


                  Abraham was astonished! There was no gynaecologist available to cure Sarah of her infertility, and besides, she was now too old to conceive a baby. Abraham could see no way for this astounding promise ever to be fulfilled. Try to put yourself in his place. What an impasse!


                  Abraham tossed and turned on his bed that night and racked his brain, but he could see no solution to the problem. The cool desert breeze flapped the tent awning as Abraham lay awake in the darkness pondering this amazing new revelation. "Your own son … !" He had no son, and Sarah was well past the time of child-bearing. "Your own son … !" Oh, how Abraham had often yearned for a boy whom he could call "my son," but the older he became, the less it seemed that Allah’s promise of "many descendants" would be fulfilled. He was willing to love Eliezer as a son, and Eliezer’s children as grandchildren, but no, Allah had said that he would not accept such a plan of Abraham’s own devising.


                  Suddenly Abraham heard the divine voice invite him to come outside the tent. Not a cloud speckled the depths of the moonless night. Millions of sparkling stars twinkled in the crystal clear mountain air while the gentle breeze caressed his upturned face.


                  "Look at the sky and try to count the stars," Allah commanded.


                  Abraham doubtless had much better eyesight than we have these days. Sometimes what we see as one star turns out, through the giant modern telescopes, to be a galaxy composed of unnumbered stars. The Milky Way, for example, is made up of 100 thousand million stars similar to our own sun.6 Some scientists believe that stars known as quasars are really far distant galaxies like the Milky Way. Stars, suns, shining galaxies — the night sky was glittering with these untold billions of heavenly bodies. Abraham could not even begin to count them, even if he had had a modern computer at his disposal.


                  "You will have as many descendants as that," said Allah.


                  Ah, thought Abraham, not only is the great promise renewed; now it is multiplied beyond my happiest dreams! Again he explored the heavens with his eyes. Allah waited for him to respond. They were friends, remember, he and Abraham. Would Abraham reject the promise? Would he angrily accuse Allah of deceiving him with news that was too good to be true? So many unbelievers and infidels have reacted that way, rebelling against his great love and compassion.


                  Eliezer is not to be one of those stars; "your own son … ," a baby boy yet unknown and unseen, will be the progenitor of those myriads of descendants. Is it too much to believe?


                  A thousand volts of electricity may be ready to flow through a wire, but unless we complete the circuit by switching the power on, nothing happens. God has already taught his "friend" that his own "works," like adopting Eliezer, will not bring about the fulfilment of the divine promise. God alone must do the work; but how is Abraham to turn the switch so that the power in the divine promise becomes effective? Allah cannot force all these "descendants" on Abraham if he should be unwilling to accept and believe the promise, for he is merciful and compassionate and will not abuse or misuse his faithful servant. Abraham is his "friend," and no one will force a friend against his own will. How will Abraham respond?


                  Abraham reviews the years of disappointment through which he has suffered. How many times has he been tempted to give up, and renounce his confidence in Allah’s unfulfilled promise! Where has Allah been all these years? Why has he apparently forgotten his friend? Now he has spoken again, inviting Abraham to try to count those innumerable twinkling stars above his head, saying, "you will have as many descendants as that." "Oh, does he love me that much?" cries the chastened patriarch.


                  Tears start to trickle from Hazrat Abraham’s uplifted eyes. The shining stars are swimming in his tear-brimming vision. His body begins to heave as he sobs. Oh, the mercy and love of the faithful Allah! He has not forgotten to be gracious! This tender love overwhelms Abraham, and with all his heart he responds to God’s promise: "And he believed in the Lord."7 All the faith of Abraham’s heart hoarded up for decades is poured out in that confession, "I believe." The doubts that have been warring against God are vanquished now; the fears that God is not faithful are over. Abraham’s heart is now pulsating in beautiful harmony with the heart of God, and there is sweet peace between Allah and his friend. (That same peace is what we want!)


                  Let us note that Abraham made no promises to Allah.
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                  How Abraham Became "The Friend of God" (part 3)


                  Let us note that Abraham made no promises to Allah. All he did was to “believe.” He repented of his wrong plans to “work” that fulfilment of the promise by adopting Eliezer; nothing that he could do would fulfil the promise. He must let Allah do it! Now he appreciates not only that Allah is able to do it, but also that he is willing to do it. His faith is a heart-appreciation of God’s character of tender love and faithfulness. It is easier for us to believe in His infinite power than in His infinite love!


                  The Hebrew word used here for “believe” is the root of our word “amen,” as it is also in Arabic. All Abraham could do was to cry out in the night stillness, “Amen! Amen! So be it.” He placed his will, his heart-appreciation, on the side of God, and this was the faith that God was waiting for. It closed the circuit, allowing heaven’s “thousand volts” of omnipotent power to flow. Allah was delighted with his servant. This was all he asked from Abraham!


                  Nearly 1,800 years later another father also pleased him. The story is in the Holy Injil. This father already had a son, but he had lost him, because the poor boy was possessed of a demon. “If thou canst do anything,” he cries out to Jesus, “have compassion on us and help us.”


                  Jesus directs the doubting father’s “if” right back at him: “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”


                  Again, as in the story of Abraham, the tears flowed from a father’s eyes: “And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”8 Such faith is all that Allah has ever asked from anyone; then his miracle-working power can go to work. The works are his; the faith is ours, a gift from him for us to develop and strengthen by use.


                  Outside his tent that brilliant starlit night, Abraham “believed in the Lord; and he [Allah] counted it [his faith] to him for righteousness.”9 The word “righteousness” means to be put right with God, to be justified. All of Abraham’s doubts needed to be put right. Also his attempt to do Allah’s work for him — this was something that Abraham had to learn to understand more clearly. We read in the Qur’an of how his faith grew: “Remember when Abraham said, O Lord, make this land a place of security; and grant that I and my children may avoid the worship of idols; for they, O Lord, have seduced a great number of men. … O Lord, grant that I may be an observer of prayer, and a part of my posterity also, O Lord receive my supplication. O Lord forgive me, and my parents, and the faithful, on the day whereon an account shall be taken.”10


                  Faith is to be directed alone to Allah
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                  How Abraham Became "The Friend of God" (part 4)


                  When Allah counted his faith to him for righteousness, he was being put right with God. Nothing that Abraham could do could put him right with Allah. Man cannot save himself. Man cannot change his own heart. All his promises “to be good! “ are worthless, for we humans are notorious for our failure to keep our promises. No human being can get himself out of the pit into which man has fallen. Modern man has discovered many amazing technological wonders, but the world’s heavy burden of sadness remains: he cannot make himself good. Only Allah can do that for him, and man’s faith is necessary in order to let him do it.


                  It is not enough to be told that we must be good. If it is up to us to make ourselves pure before we can come to Allah, there is no hope for us, for no man or woman can make himself or herself pure. Evil, impure thoughts and imaginings come into our hearts uninvited; feelings of hatred or resentment well up within us like brackish water bubbling out of a poisonous desert spring. For us to imagine that we have the power within ourselves to cleanse and purify that inner fountain is vain, and is the worst kind of idol-worship, for it is the worship of ourselves in place of Allah. The fountain of our hearts must be cleansed, and only Allah as a Saviour can accomplish that work.


                  Abraham’s experience demonstrates, for all men to see plainly, that righteousness comes only by faith. By faith man is declared right; by faith he is made right.


                  Noah (Nuhu) is another example of a man put right by faith. Allah warned him of the coming flood. Long before the time of Abraham, Noah worshiped the true God, believed his holy word, and forthwith proceeded to act upon his faith. He “prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”11 In other words, Noah could not take praise to himself; all praise went to Allah. It was not Noah that did the good work, it was faith working in him.


                  Every pagan religion in the world denies this godly truth, declaring that man can save himself by his own works. Thus man’s attention is diverted away from the one true object of his worship, Allah, and is placed upon himself, weak and sinful as he is. True religion turns our attention away from everybody and everything, all material objects, and directs us to look to Allah alone. This was the true faith that Abraham pioneered, and which was to be given to a world that was weary of worshiping idols.


                  Since faith is to be directed alone to Allah, it must not be directed toward man himself. Abraham denounced the senseless idol worship in Ur. But just suppose man makes an idol of himself? Is that not the worst kind of idol worship?


                  Suppose a man makes an idol of the good deeds he has done, the alms he has disbursed, the mosques he has built, the pilgrimages he has made, or even the prayers he has recited. It is all in vain! Idol worship is trusting the idol for righteousness and peace of heart. Suppose one trusts his own good deeds the same way? This is the most clever idolatry that Iblis has ever invented! It leads people to worship themselves, while they are deceived into thinking they are worshipping Allah! This is the essence of the idolatry that true believers protest against.


                  If Hazrat Abraham had made Eliezer his heir and thus fulfilled Allah’s promise, Abraham would ever afterward have been a proud man, holy in his own eyes, congratulating himself on his wisdom and superior goodness. This would have led him right back into the same idolatry that he forsook in Ur, only the image he would bow to would have been himself!

                  Abraham would kiss no idol, no stone, no object, nor would he bow to the heavenly bodies or to himself — this is the lesson he learned that quiet starlit night. God accepted his faith for righteousness. This faith was a complete confidence in what Allah alone would do, not in what he himself could do.


                  The wise Maulana Sayyid Abul A’la Maududi says:


                  
                    Hazrat Ibrahim [Abraham] was born in the home of an idolater, but he came to know God and obeyed him. That is why God made him Imam of the whole world.12
                  


                  Choose this faith of Abraham for yourself! Let Allah also be as delighted with you as he was with Abraham and let him also call you his “friend.” This is what it means to be a descendant of Abraham.


                  Faith is to be directed alone to Allah
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                	Then Satan whispered to them

                that he might manifest unto them

                that which was hidden from them of their shame,

                and he said:

                Your Lord forbade you from this tree

                only lest ye should become angels

                or become of the immortals.

                And he swore unto them (saying):

                Lo! I am a sincere adviser unto you.

                "And their Lord called unto them, saying,

                did I not forbid you from that tree and tell you:

                Lo! Satan is an open enemy to you?
 (The Qur’an, 7:20-22)
              


              
                	
                  Good News:

                  Allah Shows a Smiling Face!


                  True religion is the only salvation for the world. All idol worship, including the worship of one’s self or one’s own achievements, is degrading. This degradation leads to suffering and ruin, which is contrary to Allah’s loving will for the world that he created.


                  He is so merciful that he even cares for the needs of the animals and birds. "The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfies the desire of every living thing."1 "Look at the birds flying around: they do not sow seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; yet your Father in heaven takes care of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds?"2 If He cares for all animals and birds alike, without arbitrary preference, how much more does He care about human beings!


                  Birds and animals are not evil-minded. They do not fight wars or practise genocide. Man is not an evolved animal, as evolutionists claim. Man was created in the image of Allah and Adam was called "the son" of Allah, because he created him noble, upright and pure, for "in the image of God created he him."3


                  Man, however, has a problem. Something has happened to him, and he is no longer noble, upright, and pure. Any daily newspaper, or newscast on radio and TV, will give us ample evidence that evil has invaded the heart and mind of mankind all over the world.


                  Education is powerless to make him good. Technology has only intensified his evil, and even electronics have made war all that more horrible. Higher education and wealth have succeeded only in revealing more clearly that man is selfish. Only pure, true religion will uplift and redeem him; and Abraham our "father" learned that true religion.


                  Brilliant sunshine is not a thousandth part as bright as is this revelation of Allah’s love. Imagine a room so dark that you cannot see a sheet of white paper held before your eyes; then light a single little candle, and lo, the darkness flees! Light is always stronger than darkness. The Injil says: "The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it."4


                  Likewise follows the amazing truth that love is stronger than hatred. A little candle of Allah’s love shining in one human heart will dispel darkness from an entire village. An enemy that our machine guns, poison, and bombs cannot eliminate can be changed into a friend by love, and thus the enemy is no more. This is true conquest! Love is actually the strongest force in the entire world!


                  The world press reported that the war between Iran and Iraq, cost Iraq one and a half thousand million dollars a month! Just think of how much money love could save these governments!


                  Love is not a human invention. No pagan idolater could ever create it. World history has given ample proof that love is something that descends to earth from above, not vice versa.


                  Someone may say, "Well, isn’t love naturally born in the heart of mankind? Doesn’t a mother love her baby whether she is a believer or a pagan? And don’t husbands love their wives with physical love whether they worship Allah or not?" Yes, there are such evidences of human love; and to be fair, when we ask that question we must also note that the animals seem to have some of the same "love." A mother monkey fiercely loves her baby and will give her life for it, and such is the case with almost all animals. Is this kind of love "the Light that shines in the darkness" of the world?


                  No, the love that enlightens and saves the world is entirely different. There is more than one kind of love. Here is where Hazrat Abraham’s faith becomes a guide enabling us to see where the two paths of love diverge. It is impossible to understand the true love of Allah unless these differences are recognized:


                  
                    	Natural human love is possessed by the pagans and godless people as well as by those who worship God. This natural possession includes the love of parents for their children, the love of children for their parents, and physical love. This love is earthly in its origin while the love of Allah is heavenly; it is from above. It is not natural to anyone, for it is a gift from heaven. Man can obtain it only through faith. Education or culture alone can never impart it, and man’s age- long cleverness could never invent it.


                    	Natural human love is dependent on the beauty or goodness of its object. When a man wants to marry a wife, he seeks someone who is pleasant, good, and beautiful. He is never attracted by an evil, ugly woman. Likewise, it is good people that we are drawn to for friendship and we tend to shun bad people. In contrast, Allah’s love does not depend on the beauty or goodness of its object. "He makes his sun to shine on bad and good people alike, and gives rain to those who do good and to those who do evil. Why should God reward you if you love only the people who love you? … And if you speak only to your friends, have you done anything out of the ordinary? Even the pagans do that! You must be perfect — just as your Father in heaven is perfect."5

                  


                  The holy record of Allah’s dealings with man for thousands of years has shown that his love is not dependent on man’s worthiness. Allah is greater than ourselves?


                  
                    	Natural human love thinks of "God" as hiding from man, so that man must go in search of him. All heathen or pagan religions are based on this fundamental idea — hence the rise of polytheism and idolatry among all primitive races and cultures the world around. Only a few very clever and persevering people are considered successful enough to "find" him. They are praised by men for their cleverness and supposed holiness.

                  


                  In contrast, the true love of Allah reveals him not as hiding himself from mankind, but revealing himself to us. He has done this through his prophets through the ages. Allah himself is the Good Shepherd who goes in search of his lost sheep. He does not wait for the lost sheep to seek him out:


                  
                    Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them — what does he do? He leaves the other ninety-nine sheep in the pasture and goes looking for the one that got lost until he finds it. When he finds it, he is so happy that he puts it on his shoulders and carries it back home. Then he calls he friends and neighbours together and says to them, "I am so happy I found my lost sheep. Let us celebrate!" In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine respectable people who do not need to repent.6 (There is irony in those words: such "respectable" people only think they don’t need to repent!)

                  


                  Allah is not hiding himself in some pagan shrine …
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                  Allah is not hiding himself in some pagan shrine, or at Rome, or in a Buddhist temple, or at Mecca or Medina. He is not waiting for us to make an expensive and dangerous journey to seek him in his hideaway. He "is come to seek and to save that which was lost."7 His love is active, not passive. There is a reason why this truth is so important:


                  If he hides himself so that man must seek him out, then man becomes the more clever of the two. Man’s persistence becomes greater than Allah’s ability to hide himself. This would make man superior to him, like the winner in a child’s game of hide-and-seek! This common idea is the root of all idol worship and false religion, for man then sees himself as his own saviour, and as the ultimate object of his worship. Paganism is the fruit of a false idea of love, while true religion is the fruit of a genuine, heavenly idea of love.


                  
                    	Natural human love depends on the value of its object. We all treat wealthy, powerful people with more respect than we normally show to the rubbish collector. The prophet David (Daud) writes of Allah, "Even though you are so high above, You care for the lowly."8 This kind of love is foreign to this evil world. Allah’s love actually creates value in its object. A human being is transformed when he receives and believes the love of Allah for him. This is true religion.

                  


                  Pick up an ordinary stone lying on the ground. It is so worthless that you could not sell it anywhere, even for a copper coin. But if you could love that stone the way a mother loves her baby, and in so doing transform it into a piece of solid gold, you could then sell it for a fortune. This is what Allah’s heavenly love does for us poor, unworthy mortals: "I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir."9 Praise be to him for his creative love! This is the reason why Allah must be our Saviour. Man cannot save himself because he has no natural-born love like that of Allah. For this reason he cannot transform his impure, selfish nature.


                  
                    	Ordinary human love is possessive by nature. Even sexual love is highly acquisitive. We speak of a friendship with a person as something we have acquired, something added to our possessions. It enriches us. By contrast, Allah’s great love is not acquisitive in nature. The reason he loves us is not because he wants to get something out of us, so as to enrich himself. This amazing reversal of the ancient values of human love is seen in the words of Jesus (Issa).

                  


                  
                    When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; … they are not able to pay you back.10

                  


                  The Holy Injil portrays the character of Allah in a much more glorious light than the ancient Jews were able to perceive it. A kind, compassionate, loving father does not seek to enrich himself at the expense of his children; rather, he will give himself for them, even dying if necessary in order to save their lives. so Allah is revealed as One who gives himself for those who worship him, and not as one who selfishly enriches himself at their expense. Such love is the credential of divine character. Love like this is a miracle, for it has no human origins.


                  
                    	When examined closely, ordinary human love proves to be nothing other than self-love. Many godless people have praised self-love as being a fine thing. The ancient Greeks considered it to be the highest form of human goodness; but those ancient Greeks were pagans, and we must reject the new paganism of self-worship which is sweeping our modern world. It cannot redeem society because the root of society’s problem is selfishness. How can more of the same sickness possibly cure a disease?

                  


                  A clear example of the contrast between human love and God’s love is seen in comparing ancient Greek love with what is proclaimed by the Injil. The pagan Greeks had a favourite story. A certain hero, Admetus, became very ill. The pagan "gods" decreed that he must die unless someone could be found willing to die in his place. His friends asked various ones if they would be willing to die for Admetus. No one volunteered. Then they came to his own parents. "Would you die for your son, that he might live?"


                  "Oh," they replied, "we love our son very much; but sorry, we could not die for him." Finally they came to his wife, Alcestis. Her response was like this: "Admetus is such a good man, so noble, so valuable to the world, that, yes, I will die in his place!" The Greeks hailed this as the supreme manifestation of love, the greatest the world could see — someone willing to die for a good man. They could imagine nothing better!


                  Allah’s love is different and more wonderful.
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                  Allah’s love is different and more wonderful. The apostles of Jesus "turned the world upside down" with this astounding, revolutionary idea of love:


                  
                    It is a difficult thing for someone to die for a righteous person. It may even be that someone might dare to die for a good [valuable, beautiful] person. But God has shown us how much he loves us — it was while we were still sinners. … We were God’s enemies, but he made us his friends."11

                  


                  Over thousands of years, many stories and dramas had been written by the ancients, including the Jews; but no one had ever conceived of love such as this! This was the most amazing idea ever proclaimed in the world, and it is still a wonder to earth’s millions. This is why the enemies of the apostles complained, "These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also."12 The, power was not in the sword, nor in higher education, but in love. That new idea of love was embodied in the apostles’ little word agape, a word that was like dynamite. Agape is a Greek word that is not very well known in the world today, and it describes a type of love that is also not very well known. That agape love did a great work in the days of the apostles. It divided humanity into two camps, one transformed into joyous followers of Jesus, and the other into their implacable enemies. None who heard the news about agape could be neutral!


                  But wait, the most amazing contrast is yet to come!


                  
                    	Ordinary human love always wants to rise up higher, to climb to greater heights. Sometimes this is called "progress", but often it means climbing over other people in our push to improve our own situation. Seldom do we see a politician who is at the head of a state or in a high office, who is willing to voluntarily step down to a lower position. Seldom do we see a rich man willing to return to the levels of poverty where his career began. Human nature wants to climb higher.

                  


                  God’s love is not a sentimental, weak emotion. It is as tough as steel and utterly demanding. Nevertheless, it is the direct opposite of man’s natural "climb up higher" desire; it dares to step down lower, and still lower, in order to ransom wandering human beings.


                  We shall see this kind of love revealed, but let us first find out who it was that invented man’s natural idea of self-seeking and climbing up higher.


                  It was Iblis himself. Satan was once an angel in heaven, but something went wrong with him. Allah said of him:


                  
                    Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God. … The workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.13

                  


                  Clearly, words like these could be said of no other one than Satan (Iblis) himself! What was the "iniquity" that was "found" in him? How did he change from a pure, perfect angel to the horrible adversary of Allah and man that he is now?


                  The prophet Isaiah tells us the story. Note the five instances that Lucifer, who became Satan, proudly talked about himself ("I") as his supreme object of worship; and the five times he talked about climbing up higher (the expressions will be emphasized so you can catch them readily):


                  
                    How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!


                    For thou hast said in thine heart,


                    I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the North: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.


                    Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.14

                  


                  When Adam yielded to evil temptation in the beginning, it caused a change in human nature, with man becoming like Iblis in aim and character. Every human being who is intent on his own pride, seeking to push himself higher and still higher, is simply following his lead. This can be seen everywhere, and is Satan’s invention: The love of self. No baby ever cries because some other baby is hungry for milk — he cries for himself. Man is born self-centred.


                  If there were no true religion to counteract this natural-born love of self, we would reveal this natural selfishness in many ugly ways as we grew older. Greed, lust, materialism, hatred, wars, sensuality; the list of manifestations is endless. As each human being looks at himself, he is compelled to recognize this as a picture of his own heart, were it not for the mercy of Allah.


                  The love of Allah for the world must reverse this selfish spirit of Iblis! It must reverse this universal human process that is so productive of injustice, suffering, and pain. It must undo the sin of selfishness. Forgiveness is much more than a mere pardoning of evil while continuing to tolerate it. True forgiveness undoes the evil, and changes the heart. Allah’s love is not the selfish kind of "climb-up-higher" love that Iblis revealed; instead, it is a love that dares to step down lower, a love that knows no cowardly, selfish fear. It is powerful.


                  Except by revealing this kind of love, there was no other way that Allah could untie the knot of sin that Iblis had tied. Even angels were amazed to behold Allah’s demonstration of a kind of love undreamed of through all the past ages of eternity.


                  Did Hazrat Abraham begin to see the unfolding of this great divine love in his day, long ago? Yes, he did; and we must continue to search for its meaning.


                  Allah's Way to Health, Happiness, and Longer Life
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                	O true believers,

                eat of the good things

                which we have bestowed on you for food,

                and return thanks unto God, if ye serve Him.

                Verily, He hath forbidden you to eat that which dieth of itself,

                and blood and swine’s flesh,

                and that on which any other name but Allah’s

                hath been invoked.
 (The Qur’an, 2:172, 173)
              


              
                	
                  Allah’s Way to Health, Happiness and Longer Life


                  Allah’s mercy and compassion lead him to care for even the little creatures that he has created. The prophet David (Daud) says that he opens his hand to "satisfy the desires of every living thing."1 Since we humans are infinitely more valuable than birds or animals, we can assume that he also wants us to be healthy, happy, and to enjoy long life. He was concerned for the health and happiness of his "friend" Abraham.


                  The Holy Book likewise expresses Allah’s concern for our health and happiness: "Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health, and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well."2


                  Everyone desires that "all may go well with" him, and no one wants things to go wrong. If you bought a new car, you would be very sorry to see it wrecked and declared an insurance write-off long before you had got your use out of it. How much more tragic when our bodies get "wrecked" through sickness, and our life is cut short long before it should be. Someone about to die will usually be prepared to give all his or her wealth in order to be well again.


                  Some say it is "the will of Allah" when they get sick and die prematurely like the people of the Sahel and Mauritania, where thousands have suffered from drought-inflicted famine. They shrug their shoulders and say, "We are doomed unless Allah wills to rescue us." Droughts and famines have never been Allah’s will for any people; man himself has ruined his environment and invited disasters.


                  Would it not be foolishness, yes, even blasphemy, for a drunkard who wrecks his new car, and thereby squanders his family’s possessions, to claim that it is the will of Allah that this calamity should have happened? Did he ask Allah whether he should drink alcohol? Did he listen to Allah’s word? If we learn to take care of our bodies as he has commanded us in his Word, it is much less likely that we will get sick or die prematurely.


                  In the light of these facts, is it right to say that it is Allah’s will for any of us to destroy our health and make ourselves sick? If you drive your new car wisely and take proper care of it, it will be likely to give you long service. Your body is worth infinitely more. If we follow the divine directions, we too may live long lives and realize the truth of Allah’s promise: "The hoary head [white with age] is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness."3


                  There are young people who carelessly gamble away their health and even their lives. They say, "I don’t mind if I die young. Nobody cares about me anyway. I’ll just burn my life-candle at both ends, and if I die soon — so what! I belong to myself anyway." They are mistaken. They do not belong to themselves. We read in the honoured Qur’an that when Allah commanded Abraham to offer his son, he himself provided "a tremendous Victim" in order to redeem the boy.4 The redemption price was blood. That same price has been paid for today’s youth. They are the property of a kind and loving Allah who wants them to be happy and healthy. Many more of today’s youth would be happy if only they understood that they don’t belong to themselves. They are loved!


                  Abraham’s great sacrifice
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                  Allah’s Way to Health, Happiness and Longer Life (part 2)

                
              


              
                	
                  The light that glows from Abraham’s great sacrifice shines down the ages for us today. One of Jesus’ (Issa’s) apostles says, "Because of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer."5 Allah did not desire a dead son from Abraham; neither does he desire your death, or that you should be a sick or unhappy person. "A living sacrifice" is a happy one: a healthy, prosperous, long life offered as true worship to the One who has blessed us so abundantly. The care of our health is therefore both a duty and a pleasure!


                  All who worship God in truth know and believe themselves to be Abraham’s descendants, for he is "the father of all that believe." They will therefore have a vital sense of self-respect. It is impossible for anyone who believes Allah’s love to regard himself or herself carelessly by descending to the use of degrading liquors or drugs.


                  If some infidel were to dump a load of rubbish in the sacred mosque, those who worship God would be highly indignant, and rightly so. There is something just as bad that is happening every day, all around the world: people are defiling their bodies, the wonderful creation of Allah!


                  The great prophet Daniel was faced with the temptation to eat food or to imbibe drink that would be harmful to the body that Allah had given him. We read that he "purposed in his heart that he would not "defile himself" with the "portion of the king’s meat [food]," and "with the wine which he drank."6 He was a true son of Abraham; he realized that if he ate that kind of food which is harmful to health, he would be dumping rubbish into the body which Allah had created for him.


                  How can one defile his body?


                  The use of harmful, unclean food or drink defiles it. "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."7 Allah’s will for our healthful, happy living is expressed as follows:


                  The use of all intoxicating liquors is forbidden. Here are just a few of the divine warnings against this evil:


                  
                    Wine is a mocker, and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise.8


                    Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: for the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty.9

                  


                  Every descendant of Abraham is a "king" in Allah’s eyes, someone important. Note how he guides us:


                  
                    It is not for kings, O Lemuel — not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish, let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more.10

                  


                  Let us not misunderstand this very wise counsel. The Book is not giving encouragement to poor people to drink and forget their misery! By no means. It is pointing out, through a figure of speech known as irony, the folly of many who do just that, thereby driving themselves further into misery and poverty, like a car that spins its wheels ever deeper into mud. Such persons are not Abraham’s descendants by faith. Beer and wine are no solution to life’s problems. There is no difficulty so bad but that alcohol can make it worse:


                  
                    Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints? Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes?


                    Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. … In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper. Your eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things. You will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the rigging [a most dangerous place to be!].


                    "They hit me," you will say, "but I am not hurt! They beat me, but I don’t feel it! When will I wake up so I can find another drink?"11

                  


                  It is pitiful and tragic that a human being can so degrade himself that he actually welcomes such self-punishment and then asks for more! The condition described here fits drug addiction as readily as it fits alcoholism. "Woe to those who rise early in the morning to run after their drinks, who stay up late at night till they are inflamed with wine. … They have no regard for the deeds of the Lord, no respect for the work of his hands."12 This is defiling the body — having "no respect for the work of his hands."


                  Allah forbids any of his people to serve alcoholic drinks to anyone else: "Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbours, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk ."13 This is because of his great principle of love.14


                  What a terrible account bartenders, barmaids, and hosts and hostesses who serve liquor, will face in the Judgment Day! The liquor they have served has injured the people who drank it, and in many cases even led to crime and murder. Even wise men and judges have wronged innocent people because of drinking. "Priests and prophets stagger from beer and are befuddled with wine; they reel from beer, they stagger when seeing visions, they stumble when rendering decisions."15


                  Kingdoms and empires have been defeated because their rulers were drunk when attacked by invading armies. The fall of Babylon is one such example: Belshazzar, the last king, was drunk the night that the Medo-Persian soldiers stealthily entered the capital. The king was drunk when a rebel soldier plunged a sword through his heart, thus ending the world’s wealthiest empire.16


                  Allah’s Word says …
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                  Allah’s Way to Health, Happiness and Longer Life (part 3)

                
              


              
                	
                  Allah’s Word says that "drunkards" will not inherit Paradise. The honoured Qur’an speaks of the sin of drink-ing: "They ask thee about intoxicants (al-khamr) and games of chance, Say: In both of them is a great sin."17 Maulana Muhammad Ali explains this:


                  
                    "‘Khamr’ means wine or grapewine, … anything or any intoxicating thing that clouds or obscures (literally, covers) the intellect. … The Khamr includes all intoxicating substances. … The prohibition spoken of here as regards both intoxicating liquors and games of chance is made plainer in 5:90: ‘O you who believe, intoxicants and games of chance … are only an uncleanness, the devil’s work; shun it therefore that you may be successful."18

                  


                  One of the greatest social miracles that ever took place on earth was the tremendous change in the Arab tribes due to Prophet Muhammad’s teachings about wine. Maulana Muhammad Ali tells what happened:


                  
                    The change which these simple words [of the Qur’an] brought about in Arabia will always remain a riddle to the social reformer. The constant fighting of Arab tribes one against the other had made the habit of drink second nature to the Arab, and wine was one of the very few objects which could furnish a topic to the mind of an Arab poet. Intoxicating liquors were the chief feature of their feasts, and the habit of drink was not looked upon as an evil, nor had there ever been a temperance movement among them, the Jews and the Christians being themselves addicted to this evil. Human experience with regard to the habit of drink is that of all evils it is the most difficult to be uprooted.


                    Yet, but one word of the Holy Qur’an was sufficient to blot out all traces of it from among a whole nation, and afterwards from the whole of the country as it came over to Islam. History cannot present another instance of a wonderful transformation of this magnitude brought about so easily yet so thoroughly.


                    It may also be added here that Sale’s remark that "the moderate use of wine is allowed" and that only drinking to excess is prohibited, according to some, is absolutely without foundation. The companions of the Prophet never made use of a drop of wine after the prohibition was made known.19

                  


                  It is related that when the words of the honoured Qur’an were proclaimed by a crier in the streets of Medina, there was an immediate response of the people. Every jar of wine in the Muslim houses was emptied, so that wine flowed in the streets.20


                  It is a mistake to assume that the Holy Injil permitted the use of alcoholic drinks. Christians who drink, even moderately as they suppose, are going contrary to the teachings of the Bible they profess to obey; and they have departed from the pure teachings of Jesus. He said: "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day [of Judgment] will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch."21


                  But, say some, did not Jesus actually perform a miracle to make fermented wine? And did he not serve such to his own disciples? No! Some have mistakenly understood these incidents to give them license to drink.


                  The word "wine" had two meanings
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                  Allah’s Way to Health, Happiness and Longer Life (part 4)

                
              


              
                	
                  The word "wine" had two meanings: either referring to fermented wine, which was alcoholic and intoxicating; or unfermented wine, which was the healthful, non-alcoholic kind of fruit juice. The ancient Romans called the latter musturn, made from pressing fresh juice from grapes. Different kinds of grape juice could be blended with spices added for flavour. The ancient "pause that refreshes" was this kind of non-alcoholic drink.


                  Those people knew very well how to bottle mustum so that it would be kept pure for as long as a year without fermenting. They used tall earthenware jars known as amphora which were corked tightly so as to remain air-tight. The wine did not ferment and was called aei gleukos in Greek, or sempe mustum in Latin. Alcoholic wine was called oionos tropias in Greek, but the expression is not found in the New Testament.


                  The famous "Last Supper" was instituted during the Jewish Passover time when leaven and intoxicants were forbidden, and therefore the "wine" used had to be non-alcoholic. It was called "This fruit of the vine," an expression that could mean only an unfermented drink.22 And Jesus would never have changed the water at Cana’s wedding feast into an intoxicating drink when the Holy Book condemned intoxication of any kind.


                  There is another harmful substance that many people are using today: tobacco. It is an evil that was not invented in ancient times. If anything, it is even more harmful than the use of alcohol.


                  Suppose an airline should try to solicit your patronage with advertising that boldly declares that one out of three passengers who travel on their planes will die in air accidents. Would you buy a ticket from them? No! Yet it is a clear fact that one out of three people who smoke regularly will eventually die from the effects of their cigarettes; while the health and quality of life of the other two are adversely affected as well.


                  Slow-motion suicide
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                  Scientists have called cigarette addiction "slow-motion suicide." The British Royal College of Physicians has said that each cigarette cuts 5 1/2 minutes from the smoker’s life. That is one reason why you hear of so many people dying of various diseases in their 40’s and 50’s, long before their proper time has come. Death often strikes them just as they stand on the verge of attaining their ambitions — those accumulative 5 1/2 minutes are suddenly subtracted in one lump sum: death by cancer or coronary failure. Thirty or forty extra years of happy life are gone, and now they must lie in the ground instead.


                  Health authorities in one Western nation, the USA, estimate that between 360,000 and 400,000 people there die every year from the effects of cigarette smoking.23 As a result, the Western tobacco companies are now beginning to meet stiff opposition to their death-dealing commodity, and are turning to Africa and the Third World to recoup their sagging profits. Reports John Madeley from London:


                  
                    People in developing countries are, it seems, being persuaded by advertising which implies that affluent people normally smoke — which is not true in the West. WHO (World Health Organization) reports that non-smokers outnumber smokers in Britain, the United States, Sweden, Norway, and other Western countries. … The tobacco industry in Nigeria is said by WHO to have launched a "massive marketing campaign."24

                  


                  The same author reports on tests that indicate that cigarettes sold in Britain and the United States contain less than a quarter of the nicotine content of those sold in the Third World, and about half the amount of tar. In other words, the Third World is being exploited!


                  All who have a regard for the Word of Allah will never use tobacco or any such poison or harmful drug, for the very good reason that they regard the care of their bodies as a sacred responsibility.


                  Dr. Alexander Jakubovic, a Canadian biochemist, has studied the effects of THC (the ingredient in bhang or marijuana (pot) that produces the so-called "high"). He is convinced that this drug is harmful to the brains of both teenagers and adults. Dr. Robert Heath, a neurologist, has conducted experiments on monkeys’ brains and found that THC hastens aging in the nerve cell nuclei.


                  Dr. Harris Rosenkrants studied the effects of marijuana on rats and found that their lungs were damaged more by it than by tobacco smoke. Dr. Donald Taskin, a specialist in lung diseases, studied 74 men who smoke bhang and found that "heavy pot smoking does something to the larger airways [of the lungs] that tobacco smoking doesn’t do." Bhang is a "flight from reality" and from Allah. It is a deceptive attempt to find peace. It’s like taking an aspirin in order to forget the pain of cancer, instead of having surgery to remove the cancer. It becomes a path to death. God loves you as an individual. Why ruin your life by drugs?


                  Swine’s flesh and other unclean meats are prohibited by the God of Abraham. Yet the world is thousands of years behind in accepting this counsel from Allah.


                  Moses was "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians."25 Doubtless he knew of the foolish medical remedies prescribed by the best physicians of Egypt, as recorded in the "Papyrus Ebers" (an Egyptian medical work of about 1,500 B.C.). For example, this so-called "wisdom" prescribes magic water which had been poured over a heathen idol as the cure for the victims of a poisonous snake bite. It even prescribed the use of animals’ excreta! But Moses turned from all this foolishness and let God teach him true wisdom. He tells us that eating swine’s flesh is unhealthful, along with fish that do not have fins and scales. Generally speaking, the creatures that Allah pronounced unclean are scavengers either on earth, in the sky, or in the seas. The details of this legislation are in the Torah.26


                  Before the Flood, the prophet Noah (Nuhu) knew the distinction between clean and unclean animals, because God sent the clean animals into the ark by sevens and the unclean ones by twos. After the Flood, only the clean animals were used for sacrifices. Naturally, Abraham’s sacrifices were always according to divine law, for we know that Allah trusted him to "keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment."27 Can he trust


                  you in the same way?


                  The ancients may not have known of a scientific reason why Allah prohibited the use of these unclean foods, but modern medical science has enlightened us. There is a disease in pork induced by trichinella spiralis, tiny microscopic worms that come from improperly cooked pork which burrow their way into the muscles of humans. The larvae can invade important parts of the body and cause serious diseases. Doctors are often fooled by this disease and diagnose their patients wrongly.


                  Dr. Maurice Hall, formerly of the Public Health Department in the USA, once said that most cases of trichinosis are missed by the physician. There is wisdom in the words found in the Qur’an:


                  
                    Forbidden unto you for food are carrion and blood and swine’s flesh and that which had been dedicated unto any other than God.28

                  


                  Some followers of the Christ have the mistaken notion that their leader cleansed the hogs so that they can now be eaten. We know this cannot be true. A Biblical description of the Judgment Day tells how "those who … eat the flesh of pigs and rats … will meet their end together." There are many of the people of the Book who follow the truth taught therein, and who never eat pork or other unclean foods.29


                  The reason why a true worshipper of Allah will not use these forbidden things is because he wants to keep his mind and body in the best possible condition. Think of a radio that is finely tuned and in perfect working order: it is sensitive enough to catch important broadcasts. If it is not in good condition, it cannot "hear" the voices sent through the air by other electronic equipment. In a more real sense than with radio or TV transmissions, the compassionate Allah is sending a message of redemption to the whole world in these important times. Unfortunately, many people cannot "hear" because their minds are confused by the use of improper food and drink, and poisonous substances.


                  Our eternal security depends on our having the true faith of Abraham.


                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death?
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                  Many who profess to follow the teachings of the Holy Bible ignorantly transgress its true teachings, not only in using alcoholic drinks and swine’s flesh and other unclean meats, but in eating blood. They are unaware that Jesus’ apostles expressly forbid eating flesh in which is blood: “You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality’’ (Acts 15:28, 29, NIV). Many who believe the New Testament teachings have become vegetarians partly because of this word, and partly in the desire to return (for the sake of better health) as nearly as possible to the diet that Allah gave man in the beginning at creation (see Genesis 1:29; 3:18). Seventh-day Adventists teach the benefits of a vegetarian diet, and they certainly teach the evil of eating blood which Allah has forbidden.
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                	Is our power exhausted by the first creation?

                Yea; they are in a perplexity,

                because of a new creation which is foretold them,

                namely the raising of the dead.

                We created man,

                and We know what his soul whispereth within him;

                and We are nearer unto him than his jugular vein.

                (The Qur’an, 50:15, 16)
              


              
                	
                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death?


                  We know incomparably more about the mysteries of the human body, even the electrical energy of the human nervous system, than did our ancient ancestors. At the opposite side of the spectrum of human knowledge, we know much more about the planets, stars and galaxies in the far-flung universe than they knew. In between the mysteries of our own human bodies and the mysteries of space there is a tremendous field of scientific knowledge now open to our understanding.


                  There is one area, however, that all of man’s scientific discovery has not been able to penetrate: the mystery of death. Some people who have started to die have been rescued by medical science before their inner mental processes became completely defunct. They have told us of their feelings and "visions" while in this dying state, but no one who has actually died has ever returned to tell us what lies beyond.


                  Death is more remote than Saturn or Mars: a "barrier", says the honoured Qur’an, beyond which we cannot conduct any valid experiments.1 Speculation or philosophy is at its best, only guess-work. Our human imaginings about what lies beyond death can in fact be harmful, because they can be inspired by the enemy, Iblis.


                  Our only source of accurate knowledge about death is what Allah has revealed to us.


                  If we believe the truth, it will provide us with comfort, peace, and confidence for the future. If we disbelieve it, then like a foolish ship’s captain we have cut our moorings and will drift aimlessly in an ocean of suppositions with fear as our only pilot.


                  Let us note the clear truths about what lies beyond death
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                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death? (part 2)

                
              


              
                	
                  
                    	Allah loves each of his faithful ones personally and individually, so that it is he who wants them to be with him in eternity. It is he who wants his children to be resurrected from the dead, like parents who cannot bear to be separated from their child forever. Therefore, the resurrection from the dead will take place because "God is love." We are the lost children who will be brought back again from the land of death, and the resurrection will be at his initiative.

                  


                  The first man who seems to have understood this great truth was the patriarch Job (Ayyub). He did not know that it was Satan (Iblis) who had sent him all his terrible troubles; he thought it was Allah. He knew Allah to be kind and merciful, and he could not reason out why Allah had turned against him so bitterly. In Job chapter 14 the pathetic sufferer sees himself as a little boy who welcomes his usually loving father home from his day’s work, throwing himself into his father’s arms with delight. But instead of father being kind as he usually is, something strange has happened — father is drunk and angry. He flings his little "boy" Job cruelly aside, cursing and abusing him. Poor Job runs away to hide in a dark room until his father’s strange fit is over. Notice carefully what Job says. He has no Book such as a copy of the Qur’an or a Bible to read; he doesn’t know or understand what we do today; but he begins to see the resurrection from the dead as an expression of Allah’s love:


                  
                    I wish you would hide me in the world of the dead; let me be hidden until your anger is over, and then set a time to remember me.


                    If a man dies, can he come back to life? But I will wait for better times, wait till this time of trouble is ended.


                    Then you will call, and I will answer, and you will be pleased with me.2

                  


                  A little later Job says that Allah is his Friend and Saviour, who will resurrect him from the dead:


                  
                    I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end

                     he will stand upon the earth.


                    And after my skin has been destroyed,

                     yet in my flesh I will see God,

                    I myself will see him

                     with my own eyes — I, and not another.


                    How my heart yearns within me!3

                  


                  Death is a quiet, peaceful rest in sleep
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                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death? (part 3)

                
              


              
                	
                  
                    	Death is a quiet, peaceful rest in sleep, awaiting the resurrection. When his friend Lazarus had died, Jesus (Issa) said of him, "‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.’ " His disciples understood him to mean that Lazarus had not died, but that he had found relief from his fever by normal sleep. The Holy Injil continues:

                  


                  
                    Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.


                    So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."4

                  


                  The great prophet Daniel teaches the same truth: "Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt."5


                  The Holy Injil is consistent and clear:


                  
                    Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. …


                    We who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call. of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.6

                  


                  The honoured Qur’an is clear that there is a "barrier" that prevents any contact between the living and the dead. The reason is that the dead are asleep and are therefore not conscious:


                  
                    When death comes to one of them, he says, "My Lord, send me back, that I may do right in that which I have left behind." But, no, it is but a word he speaks; and there behind them is a barrier until the day that they shall be raised up.7

                  


                  When we go to sleep at night, we know nothing until we awaken the next morning and hear the birds singing again. So also with the believer who lies down in death. He may have died thousands of years ago, but his rest is to him but a moment, like the wink of an eye. Yet all the while he has been under the watch-care of his loving Allah, like a child asleep on its mother’s breast. The Qur’an says:


                  
                    He will say, "How long have you tarried in the grave, counting by years?" They will say, "We have tarried but a day, or part of a day, ask of those who keep count." He will say, "You have tarried but a little if you only knew."8

                  


                  The condition in death is no more painful than a restful sleep that intervenes before the resurrection:


                  
                    Don’t put your trust in human leaders; no human being can save you. When they die, they return to the dust; on that day all their plans come to an end.9


                    A live dog is better off than a dead lion. Yes, the living know they are going to die, but the dead know nothing. They have no further reward; they are completely forgotten. Their loves, their hates, their passions, all died with them. They will never again take part in anything that happens in this world [until the resurrection, that is].


                    There will be no action, no thought, no knowledge, no wisdom in the world of the dead.10

                  


                  All attempts to communicate with the dead are in fact heathenism
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                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death? (part 4)

                
              


              
                	
                  
                    	This means, of course, that all attempts to communicate with the dead are in fact heathenism. No mortal has the ability to break through that "barrier" of death, or to awaken the dead out of their sleep. Allah has not given that power to anyone. Any witch, necromancer, or spiritist medium who claims a power that God has not given, is either telling us a lie or is under the control of Satan.

                  


                  Some may say: "But the spirit mediums do communicate with the dead! They bring them back, and we see them, and actually hear their voices. We recognize them!" Allah has clearly and repeatedly forbidden his faithful people to have anything to do with spirit mediums or witches.11 King Saul of Israel was condemned to the last Judgment because his final act of rebellion against God was to consult a medium who deceived him into thinking she had brought Samuel "up" from the dead.12 Satan and his clever angels were once mighty and intelligent beings in heaven. They have the skill to counterfeit the appearance and even the voices of our dead loved ones. We all know of actors who can do this fairly well; surely Satan is much more clever than they are!


                  
                    They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world.13


                    Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.14

                  


                  Like Abraham, none who choose to believe the Word of Allah will be deceived by these Satanic impostors; but it is sad to see that many are being deceived today because they do not want to know the truth. They sell their souls for a little human gain, snatching the bait of the tempter and getting caught like a fish on a hook. Thank God for the truth revealed in his holy Word! Accept it wholeheartedly and it will forever deliver you from fear.


                  Two ideas about the dead have contended against each other ever since sin began. The Bible says that Allah told Adam and his wife that they should not eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree, "for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Satan said: "Ye shall not surely die."15 Shall we believe Satan’s lie?


                  The other idea is the truth as revealed by Allah himself: man’s nature is mortal; our life is borrowed, derived, a gift from Allah. Our only hope, therefore, of eternal life, is in him. The Word explains this very clearly:


                  
                    And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.16

                  


                  Thus the soul is composed of the union of the body plus the breath, or spark of life that comes only from God. A wooden box is composed of assembled boards and nails. A pile of boards on one side and nails on the other would not be a box. As soon as you pull out the nails, and separate the boards the box ceases to exist.


                  So with man: he was formed "a living soul." When he dies, the "breath" leaves and the body goes back to dust again, to await the resurrection day when God shall re-create it.


                  The teaching of the natural immortality of the soul has been associated with idolatry and heathenism since earliest times.


                  The resurrection will take place at the last day
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                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death? (part 5)

                
              


              
                	
                  
                    	The resurrection will take place at the last day. Jesus (Issa) promised to return, and said that the reason for his coming was to renew fellowship with those who are true believers:

                  


                  
                    Believe in God and believe also in me. … I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so. And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am.17

                  


                  Those whom he promises to "take" to himself are both the living and the resurrected saints.


                  Neither the righteous nor the wicked go to their reward immediately at death. All go to sleep; and the reward will come at the resurrection when both believers and unbelievers will rise again. Let us read in the honoured Qur’an:


                  
                    How do you disbelieve in God seeing you were dead and He gave you life, then He shall make you dead, then He shall give you life, then unto Him you shall be returned.18


                    And afterward, when He calls you, once and suddenly, out of the earth you will emerge.19

                  


                  When we say good-bye to a loved one who is dying, we have a joyous hope and confidence in the promises of God. Listen to what the Holy Injil says:


                  
                    Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed — in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.20

                  


                  And again we consult the honoured Qur’an:


                  
                    And the trumpet shall be blown; then behold, from the graves they come unto their Lord crying, Woe unto us, who has roused us from our place of sleep?21

                  


                  It will, however, not be "woe" for those who are roused from their sleep by the voice of God if they have gone to sleep in true faith: "All that are in the graves shall hear his voice."22 It will be a voice full of music and happiness that awakes them. They will enjoy eternal fellowship with Allah and with his people from all ages, for he will create for them "a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness."23 This is Paradise.


                  Every human soul will meet God face to face in a final Judgment
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                  Can We Know What Lies Beyond Death? (part 6)

                
              


              
                	
                  
                    	Every human soul will meet God face to face in a final Judgment. Not one who died faithless is now suffering the torture of fire. Scripture teaches a truth that is clear and reasonable, that appeals to our sense of fairness on the part of Allah. All are resting in the "sleep" that we call death until the resurrection; then will come the Judgment. Even then, those who have chosen not to believe the good news of truth that God sends will not be unendingly tortured for eternal ages by a cruel and bloodthirsty God. Scripture teaches that "the wages of sin is death,"24 not an eternal life of torture. Note the sensible words of Christ:

                  


                  
                    As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. … Angels … will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.25

                  


                  That "fiery furnace" will not burn on for ever and ever. It will consume them as "stubble" in the fire, and "shall leave them neither root not branch."26 Allah, the kind and compassionate One, must punish sin, rebellion and unbelief; but he still delights in mercy. He is not a cruel sadist who enjoys seeing the creatures he created suffer endless agony. Those who have rebelled against him and rejected his forgiveness would not find any happiness in the heavenly Paradise he has prepared for his children. It would be torture for them to prolong their lives forever. We see therefore, that in mercy and kindness to them, he permits their unhappy lives to be cut off.


                  If by accident one incorrigible rebel found himself in Paradise, he would be unhappy there and would surely head for the nearest exit! The lost are not shut out of heaven by any harsh decree from Allah himself, but by their own unworthiness for the pure and holy companionship to be found there. Allah does not want any of us to dread death or the Day of Judgment as something that will be "against" us. The Holy Injil presents the "good news" of a God who is compassionate, loving, and always seeking the eternal good of all mankind:


                  
                    The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome [margin] it. … The true light … gives light to every man.27


                    This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light.28

                  


                  In the quietness of this moment, you and I come to a fork in our road of life. We must make a choice to "love" either darkness or Light. Which of the two roads will you take?


                  My choice is to love the Light — may you choose to do so too!


                  The Great War Behind All Wars:

                  Satan's Hatred Against Allah
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                	I seek refuge in God

                from the intermeddling and mischief

                of cursed Satan.

                (Salah, "Ta’awwudh")
              


              
                	
                  The Great War Behind All Wars:

                  Satan’s Hatred Against Allah


                  When the patriarch Jacob (Ya’coub), the son of Isaac (Ishaq), was fleeing alone from home, he lay down to sleep one night as a weary pilgrim in a dangerous place, and his heart was oppressed by a sense of fear and guilt. The gracious God gave him a dream which came as a wonderful breakthrough into his human understanding. He was not alone!


                  As he lay sleeping on the ground at Bethel with a stone for a pillow, he saw a ladder stretching from where he was, up to heaven, and there were angels ascending and descending on it.1 Thus for the first time in his life Jacob saw beyond the shadows of this world into the reality of heaven’s nearness to us. These angels are constantly working for believers, taking their prayers up to heaven and bringing back gracious answers. Without divine revelation, we could never know what is going on, and we would miss out on the fantastic blessings that lie unseen all around us. This ladder connects heaven above with the believer below.


                  The war behind all wars is the attempt of Iblis (Satan) to cut that ladder from heaven to earth so that the world is left in darkness and loneliness. Those who are thus cut off are aptly described as "aliens, … and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world."2 Satan cannot actually cut the ladder itself; but he can throw a cloud of darkness over the truth, so that for the world the ladder might just as well not be there.


                  This Satan (Iblis) is described in the honoured Qur’an as the angel who "was puffed up with pride, and became of the number of unbelievers."3 He falsely accused Allah, saying, "Thou hast seduced me." His hatred of Allah led him to say that he would fight a war against him: "I will surely tempt them to disobedience in the earth, and I will seduce such of them as shall be thy chosen servants."4 It is he who has "sown discord between … brethren."5


                  No intelligent person can doubt that there is a Satan, the source and continuer of evil in the earth. There is no evil in Allah, "Lord of the worlds, the Beneficent, the Merciful."6 Although Allah is the Almighty One, he does have an enemy who will oppose him until the final Day of Judgment.


                  Man needs to understand the nature of this great conflict between Satan and Allah, and how the evil angels of Satan (evil jinns) work to foment trouble in the earth. It is impossible to have a clear understanding of life today without grasping the reality of this great war behind all wars, for this invisible conflict vitally affects every human being living on planet earth.


                  This mysterious war actually began in heaven
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                  The Great War Behind All Wars:

                  Satan’s Hatred Against Allah (part 2)


                  This mysterious war actually began in heaven, for it was there that Satan’s hatred against Allah was first brought out in the open. We find the story of the rebellion of Satan in this inspired vision:


                  
                    
                      And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down — that ancient serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.


                      Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:


                      "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God. …


                      For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.7

                    

                  


                  The name Michael means "Who is like God?"8 This raises a question: Why does the Sacred Record not simply say that Satan fought against God? Can anyone be like God? There is only one God! Here we face a profound mystery of the divine revelation. The one true Allah is greater and more glorious than our poor, finite, mortal minds can grasp. The holy, invisible Allah, disclosed himself in a manifestation of himself that Satan warred against.


                  Satan actually staged an attempted coup against God’s government, and although he was not strong enough to overthrow him and usurp his place, Satan did succeed in getting one-third of the angels to join him.9 The holy prophet Ezekiel (Shul-Kifl) was given a view of Satan’s history under the symbol of the "king of Tyre," a man who tried to copy Satan:


                  
                    
                      You were the model of perfection,

                       full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.

                      You were in Eden,

                       the garden of God, …

                      You were anointed as a guardian cherub,

                       for so I ordained you.

                      You were on the holy mount of God;

                       you walked among the fiery stones.

                      You were blameless in your ways

                       from the day you were created

                       till wickedness was found in you. …

                      

                      You sinned. …


                      Your heart became proud

                       on account of your beauty,

                      And you corrupted your wisdom

                       because of your splendor.


                      So I threw you to the earth.10

                    

                  


                  Allah is too good to create someone like Satan as an enemy for us. He created a pure and holy angel whose name was Lucifer, or "Morning Star," and who was "blameless" until he himself invented the idea of rebellion against God:


                  
                    
                      How you have fallen from heaven,

                       O morning star, son of the dawn!

                      You have been cast down to the earth. …


                      You said in your heart,


                      "I will ascend to heaven;

                       I will raise my throne

                       above the stars of God; …

                       I will make myself like the Most High."11

                    

                  


                  Many have had the idea that Iblis will never die.
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                  The Great War Behind All Wars:

                  Satan’s Hatred Against Allah (part 3)


                  Many have had the idea that Iblis will never die. They have assumed that evil will continue forever, supposing that there is a kind of eternal "dualism" in Allah’s universe (that both good and evil are needed to balance each other). Their idea is that although pure evil is bad, pure good is too good! There must, therefore, be a good Allah teamed up with a bad Devil who always keeps a kind of war going forever. This idea is not true.


                  Satan wants people to think this, because it puts Allah in a bad light. It makes it seem that he is too weak to conquer the problem of evil, and that, of course, means that evil is too strong for God. So he and Satan strike a kind of bargain between them, each to co-exist with the other, just as good people and bad people have to co-exist in this less-than-perfect world we live in.


                  Some even think that Satan is a member of Allah’s staff, employed by him as the "manager" of his hell-fire department. Traditional pagan religions tend to regard evil as something which is eternally entrenched in the world — probably the real reason why corruption everywhere seems to be impossible to eradicate!


                  The inspired Word of Allah proclaims the good news that there will be a total eradication of Satan, sin, and evil in the future. To know and understand this good news is like having a light on a dark and stormy night when you must travel a road you’ve never been on before, a road upon which there are evil people or wild animals that you fear.


                  One of the companions of the Messiah, Simon Peter son of Jona, was impressed with the way the Holy Scriptures give assurance to the heart of man. In a general letter to believers, he said: "We are even more confident of the message proclaimed by the prophets. You will do well to pay attention to it, because it is like a lamp shining in a dark place until the Day dawns."12 Many, many people are deeply worried; you can see unhappy faces everywhere. To know the good news that Satan is defeated will lift a heavy burden from many perplexed hearts.


                  The war that Satan began in heaven has been continued on earth. This enemy deceived our first parents and persuaded them to invite him in. They had been created noble, pure, and happy, having "dominion" over "every living thing that moveth upon the earth." They were made "in the image of God, … male and female."13 Adam was appointed Khalifa on earth.


                  Unfortunately, they invited Satan in because he promised them liberty in the "knowledge of good and evil," and aroused them to doubt the love and faithfulness of Allah.14 Before they yielded to Satan’s temptation, however, they had been honoured with this glorious "dominion":


                  
                    What is man, that thou art mindful of him? … thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea.15

                  


                  It is clear for everyone to see that we have lost this "dominion"! Except for a few domesticated animals such as horses, camels and cattle, nature is not under our "dominion" at all. Lightning, storms, floods, earthquakes, are uncontrollable even by the scientists’ most sophisticated inventions. Even the birds fly away from us! What has caused this loss of "dominion"? Our first parents wanted something higher than they had been created to have. Satan tempted them to aspire to be "as gods," and they chose to share his ambition to be "like the most High."16 This was the deep sin that caused their fall; they expressed it outwardly in the open act of disobedience, reaching out to pluck the forbidden fruit and eat it.17 This sin was more than a mere act of outward disobedience; it involved Satan’s heart, and man’s heart as well.


                  Sin is not merely a taboo …
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                    The Great War Behind All Wars:

                    Satan’s Hatred Against Allah (part 4)

                  

                  Sin is not merely a taboo, the doing of an act that Allah has arbitrarily prohibited; it is the cherished doubt of God’s character of love, which leads to the desire to rise higher than our created position under him. There is, and can always be, only one Allah, therefore for Satan or man to desire to be "like the most High" requires that we push him off his high and holy throne and take his place. This was Satan’s ambition in his attempted coup; and when he persuaded man to join him, he brought sin and evil into the world. "Sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned."18


                  There is no other explanation of why death is universal! A proud, unbelieving person will not wish to acknowledge this sober truth that Allah’s Word discloses, but the world is too full of evil, suffering and death for anyone to successfully deny that sin is the cause of it all. Satan’s principle of self-seeking, selfishness, and rebellion against Allah is everywhere. "The carnal mind is enmity against God."19 This "enmity" is deeply ingrained within us, because the prophet Jeremiah wisely says, "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?"20 Sin deceives us, so that we cannot even understand ourselves, except in the light of Allah’s revelation.


                  Since "enmity" is like a seed planted, what kind of fruit does it produce? If it is allowed to germinate in a human heart, take root and grow, everyone knows well what the fruit will be: murder or the attempt to murder. It is true that many people hate others and yet do not actually pull a trigger or poison them; and the reason is that their "enmity" is mercifully restrained by the good Spirit of God in one way or another. If that divine restraint is removed, murder always follows because "whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer."21 The desire becomes father to the deed.


                  Throughout long ages, the enemy, Satan, has brought misery, sickness, hatred, wars, corruption, death, into this fair earth. He caused persecution, especially against the true worshippers of Allah, trying to wipe them from the earth. Fortunately, he could not succeed, for Allah protected his faithful believers who were always as "strangers and pilgrims" in an alien world.22 Allah counted Satan’s enmity and persecution as directed against himself. In fact, Satan’s enmity is primarily directed against God, not man. His persecution of Allah’s worshippers is an effort to persecute God in the same way that a man’s enemy may attempt to get at him by harming his children. Allah’s love for his faithful worshipers in an alien world is like that of a father for his children: "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him."23


                  Satan’s fierce hatred against Allah was yet to find a target. When our first parents invited Satan in as "the prince of this world,"24 Allah told them of the results of their sin, but he did not leave them to their ruin. He immediately showed them another facet of his divine character — that of being a Deliverer, Redeemer, and Saviour. This aspect of himself had not been known before, because sin had not yet entered his world. In addition, therefore, to being our Creator, our Father, and our God, he must become our Saviour too, or he will deny his own attributes as "Lord of the worlds, the Beneficent, the Merciful" One.


                  Allah said, "I will put enmity …"
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                    The Great War Behind All Wars:

                    Satan’s Hatred Against Allah (part 5)

                  

                  Allah wanted our first parents to hear the good news of his redemptive work as a Saviour, and to them he outlined the future war behind all wars. This revelation is in what he said to Satan:


                  
                    I will put enmity

                    between you and the woman,

                    and between your offspring and hers;

                    he will crush your head,

                    and you will strike his heel.25
                  


                  The woman’s “offspring” is the long-awaited Messiah, through whom Allah would redeem man’s lost “dominion” from the usurper, Satan. The great war would intensify until it became a death-grapple between Allah and Satan, for Satan would “strike his heel,” but the Messiah would crush his head. In other words, the Messiah would be wounded in the great war, but Satan would be mortally wounded and would eventually be utterly defeated and die the “second death.”26


                  It is clear in the honoured Qur’an that Hazrat Abraham understood the essential features of this great conflict, for it was no doubt he who passed on the details of our first parents’ mistake to the later prophets, including the prophet Moses (Musa). In Allah’s provision of a “tremendous Victim” to ransom his son, Abraham saw and understood the principle of redemption by substitute so necessary in Allah’s plan to defeat Satan forever.27

                  Since “whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer,”28 it is hardly surprising that Satan’s hatred of God was manifested in his attempt to murder the Messiah. It was in that desire to murder, that Satan would in fact defeat himself. He would over-reach himself, captive to his own evil impulses.


                  Allah was too great and too wise to destroy Satan in the beginning, for such an act would not have been understood by angels or his servants in the world and throughout the universe. Allah must patiently permit Satan to develop his malicious purposes, until it was plain for everyone to see that his new “invention” of sin is actually an attempt to displace Allah from his throne and murder him. Satan needed time to demonstrate this. Allah must not allow secret doubts to exist among his worship pers. Only by allowing the evil character of Satan to be fully revealed could the great war finally be won.


                  This is the reason why Allah instituted the ancient system of blood sacrifices. They revealed two important truths that his worshipers must understand: (a) Satan’s enmity against Allah would at last be brought out in the open by his attempt to murder the Messiah; (b) at the same time, Allah would redeem sinful man by his “tremendous Victim,”29 for all the ancient prophets, instructed by Allah, clearly saw that “without shedding of blood there is no remission” of sins.30 This was the truth that Abraham understood when Allah provided that substitute to die in place of his son.


                  In the beginning, Satan envied Adam because Allah had appointed him Khalifa, vicegerent, on this earth. Sadly, Adam foolishly listened to Satan, thus giving him an advantage. Satan’s purpose has been to wrest from Adam that honoured position of Khalifa, and the tragic evil that for thousands of years has brought sorrow and tears to so many on earth is evidence enough of his efforts. Allah’s divine plan of redemption is one of infinite wisdom: the long-awaited Messiah must wrest from Satan this usurped honour of Khalifa in order to restore it to man.


                  Now we have come to the time when the great battle of the ages is to be concluded. In the inspired vision which the prophet John saw, Satan fights desperately just before the end of the world, “because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. … And the dragon was wroth with the woman [the believing “offspring”] and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God.”31


                  Allah will win the war of the ages! “Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, the Beneficent, the Merciful, Owner of the Day of Judgment.”32
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